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Specifications

Argumentative essay based on prompts: Test takers choose one 

option from a choice of two possible tasks. They need to argue a case 

based on at least two of the prompts provided.

Duration: 45 min.

Tasks: 2 (test takers choose 1)

Words: about 250

Target level: C1 (score: 8-10/15)

or 

C2 (score: 11+/15)
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Writing section sample

Test takers are given: 

• a writing section answer sheet

• the Writing tasks
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Writing section scoring 
rubrics

Test takers are assessed based on: 

• Task Completion

• Organization

• Linguistic Resources
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Sample task
ALCE C1-C2 

Writing
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As scientific knowledge progresses, goverments are becoming increasingly aware of the impact certain products can have on 

people’s well-being. As a result, a city mayor has put forward a proposal which would ban large containers of unhealthy soft drinks 

from being sold. In my opinion, this is an innovative idea that should undoubtedly be considered seriously.

To begin with, I think it is essential to state the obvious: sugar and other chemicals contained in those drinks are detrimental to 

one’s health. In addition to that, children frequently seem to be the target of most sugary beverage sellers. Therefore, eliminating 

large drink containers would not only benefit adults, but it would additionally protect children and adolescents from developing

significant health issues later in life.

To further support this proposal, I believe it is crucial to consider the way it encourages moderate consumption. For instance, when 

an individual is at a store, they are more likely to get one large can of soda rather than two smaller ones. Consequently, if the former 

is not available, that consumer would probably resort to purchasing one item in a small container, rather than spend more money to 

buy two.

Despite its positive impact, however, numerous concerns have been expressed on the mayor’s proposal. Critics are of the opinion 

that protecting a child from overconsumption is not the government’s responsibility. Instead, they suggest it is an issue that lies with 

the parents. While that is certainly true, people need to understand that adults also fall prey to marketing techniques, not just their 

offspring. When a customer notices that there is only a minor price difference between the small and large version of a product, they 

will definitely choose the latter.

In conclusion, I personally am in favor of this proposal. In spite of the existing concerns, I believe it is a great and ethical way of 

promoting a healthier lifestyle to young individuals and adults alike.
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Commentary:

- Completes the task fully and relevantly, using the prompts provided. Effectively describes, supports, and expands at 

length. …sugar and other chemicals contained in those drinks are detrimental to one’s health, …eliminating large drink containers 

would not only benefit adults, but it would additionally protect children and adolescents from developing significant health issues 

later in life.

- Text is fully coherent. Consistently uses cohesive devices in an effective manner to make the text flow smoothly. To begin 

with,…Therefore,…To further support this proposal,…Despite its positive impact, however,…Instead,…While that is certainly true,…

In conclusion,… In spite of the existing concerns, 

- Consistently maintains a high degree of grammatical and syntactical accuracy and consistently chooses appropriate 

vocabulary. Minor errors may occur. this is an innovative idea that should undoubtedly be considered seriously,… it is crucial to 

consider the way it encourages moderate consumption… adults also fall prey to marketing techniques… it is a great and ethical way 

of promoting a healthier lifestyle to young individuals and adults alike…

Sample 1

Linguistic ResourcesOrganizationTask Completion
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Nowadays, people consume more than ever sugary soft drinks and so a mayor has suggested to ban large containers for 

beverages for health purposes as it leads to obesity and diabetes. My personal opinion on the topic is that it is not beneficial

to ban these containers.

In my view, consumers have the right for free choice and do not need someone else to care and decide for them, unless they 

are children. But children have their parents to take care of  them and make their decisions for them. Moreover, the 

manufacturer is fulfiling the consumers demand for the product and the goverment has no good reason to intefere between 

those two. The goverment should build training equipment in parks and at coasts to decrease the obesity rates and assist 

people to get healthy, instead of  thinking that banning large containers would fix the problem.

Furthermore, by banning large containers for beverages for obesity and health reasons, overweight people might get even 

more discouraged and fall into depression and get worse weightwise. It may cause them to close themselves into their 

rooms and become introverts because by saying publicly that you are banning large containers for obesity problems, people 

will immediatly make the connection that being overweight is bad.

To sum up everything that has been said, when you are suggesting doing something as a mayor, you have to also thing of  

the negative consequences that it will have on people’s personal life. For this reason, I cannot support this proposal.

Sample 2
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Commentary:

- Develops the topic satisfactorily, using the prompts provided.…consumers have the right for free choice and do not need 

someone else to care and decide for them… children have their parents to take care of them and make their decisions for them…

become introverts because by saying publicly that you are banning large containers for obesity problems, people will immediatly

make the connection that being overweight is bad.

- Text is satisfactorily coherent. Often uses cohesive devices effectively to achieve the smooth flow of the text. In my view, 

But… Moreover,…Furthermore,… (but connection is sometimes absent)

- Maintains a satisfactory degree of grammatical and syntactical accuracy and often chooses appropriate vocabulary. …the 

manufacturer is fulfilingthe consumers demand for the product and the goverment has no good reason to intefere between those 

two. …to decrease the obesity rates and assist people to get healthy, instead of thinking that banning large containers would fix the 

problem. Errors may occur in simple and more complex structures, but rarely impede communication. intefere /  goverment

/  immediatly/  consumers demand 

Sample 2

Linguistic ResourcesOrganizationTask Completion
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- …consumers have the right for free choice and do not need 

someone else to care and decide for them… children have their 

parents to take care of them and make their decisions for them…

become introverts because by saying publicly that you are banning 

large containers for obesity problems, people will immediatly make 

the connection that being overweight is bad.

- In my view, But… Moreover,…Furthermore,… (but connection is 

sometimes absent)

- …the manufacturer is fulfiling the consumers demand for the 

product and the goverment has no good reason to intefere

between those two. …to decrease the obesity rates and assist 

people to get healthy, instead of thinking that banning large 

containers would fix the problem. . intefere / goverment / 

immediatly / consumers demand 

- … sugar and other chemicals contained in those drinks are detrimental 

to one’s health, …eliminating large drink containers would not only 

benefit adults, but it would additionally protect children and adolescents 

from developing significant health issues later in life.

- To begin with,…Therefore,…To further support this proposal,…Despite 

its positive impact, however,…Instead,…While that is certainly true,…In 

conclusion,… In spite of the existing concerns, 

- this is an innovative idea that should undoubtedly be considered         

seriously,… it is crucial to consider the way it encourages moderate 

consumption… adults also fall prey to marketing techniques… it is a great 

and ethical way of promoting a healthier lifestyle to young individuals and 

adults alike…

Task completion

Organization

Linguistic Resources

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________  



 
ALCE™ C1-C2 Writing & Speaking Test 

 

 

ALCE C1-C2 Writing & Speaking: Aiming High!

ALCE C1-C2 Speaking 
Presentation outline

Test Format Assessment Tips

16

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________  



 
ALCE™ C1-C2 Writing & Speaking Test 

 

 

Specifications

Delivery method: One-to-one interview (recorded)

Duration: 8-10 min.

Tasks: 3

Target level: C1 (score: 8-10/15)

or 

C2 (score: 11+/15)
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Steps per Task

Warm-up

Candidates answer non-sensitive personal questions

Topic Questions

Candidates answer two to three questions supported by 
prompts for each question

Arguing a Case

Candidates are given the context for a controversial issue, as 
well as points for each side. They are expected to choose one 

side and argue their case effectively.
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Task 1: Warm-up 1 min.
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Warm-up

Candidates answer non-sensitive 
personal questions

Train your students to:

(examples)

• Tell me a few things about your hobbies, future 

plans, interests, etc.

• Do you play any sports? 

• What are you studying at the moment? 

• Answer specific questions and elaborate

• Keep eye contact with examiner 

• Ask for clarification if necessary

20

• Recite pre-rehearsed presentation

• Give ‘dry’ yes-no answers

Train your students not to:
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Task 2: Topic questions 4 min.
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Four Topic Questions

Candidates answer two to three 

questions supported by prompts for 

each question
• Note: Oral examiners point to the question asked

(example)

In this part of the speaking test, you will be asked to respond to 
questions about the topic of animals. If you wish, you may use the 
points for each question to help you with your answer.

1. In what ways do animals teach us about important aspects of 
life?

• Companionship

• Learning about responsibility

• Diversity of nature

• Answer specific questions and elaborate (this is a 
chance to show off their language skills and score 
high!) 

• Ask for clarification if necessary

22

Train your students to:

Train your students not to:

• Give very short answers

• Give irrelevant answers
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Task 3: Arguing a case 3-4 min.
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Controversial issue

Candidates are given the context for a controversial issue, as well as points for each side. 

They are expected to choose one side and argue their case effectively.

In this part of the speaking test, you will read a text that presents two sides of a controversial issue. Your task will be to argue in favor of one side. If you wish, you may use any of the points provided 

below to help you develop your argument.

Issue: Many cities have a problem with stray dogs that are homeless. Some people argue that local authorities should collect these d ogs and encourage citizens to adopt them. 

Others believe it is preferable for local authorities to care for them in designated areas on the streets.

Question: What do you think? Should city authorities organize the adoption of stray dogs, or should they look after them on the streets?

24

For:

LOOKING AFTER STRAY DOGS ON THE STREETS

● Difficulty of finding owners for older dogs

● Some dogs completely undomesticated

● Well-looked-after dogs pleasant for locals

● Too expensive to house dogs until adoption 

For:

ADOPTION OF STRAY DOGS

● Danger if left on the streets

● Proper medical care and feeding needed

● Stray dogs a threat to people

● Adopting a dog beneficial to new owner
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Arguing a case

25

Train your students to:

•   Answer specific questions and elaborate 

•   Use the prompts provided (Note: it’s fine to use 

arguments from both boxes as long as it makes 

sense and helps argue their case!)

•   Ask for clarification if necessary 

Train your students not to:
•  Give vague answers

Remember:

The ALCE Speaking test is not a 

background knowledge test. What matters 

is the quality of language used and the 

level of elaboration based on the prompts 

provided
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ALCE C1-C2 Speaking 
Sample
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v/alce/alce_sample-test-b_new-scoring-2024.pdf  
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Preparation material

35

•6 complete practice tests in the format of the 

ALCE C1-C2 examination

• Introduction with a complete description of the 
revised examination

•Rating scales for the Writing and Speaking 

sections

•Sample answer sheet

•Complete transcripts
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Remember

Practice makes perfect!

Best of luck in your students’ exams!
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Thank you

exams@hau.gr

www.hau.gr
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