
 

                                                        

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing your students for the BCCE™ examination 
A webinar for teachers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing your students for the BCCE examination
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Answer Sheet Sample
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Listening – Part 1

• 8 short dialogues heard twice with 1 
question per dialogue – candidates 
choose the correct answer choice from 
3 picture answer choices.

• One minute preparation time
• The questions are not read aloud.

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Listening Part 1:  Example
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➢ During the one-minute preparation time:

• Read the questions and look at the visuals very carefully.

• Predict the relevant context by carefully examining the 

visuals (try to find their similarities or differences).

• Predict the language/words about to be heard.

✓ Get ready to listen for the answers!

➢ During the first listening:

• Be careful about choosing answer choices which 

lift words directly from the recording.

• Make a tentative choice if unsure and move on!

➢ During the second listening:

• Double-check your answers.

• Make a final decision on unanswered 

items (guess if still unsure!)

Tips!
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Listening – Part 2

• 5 short monologues heard twice with 
1 question per monologue -
candidates choose the correct answer 
choice from 3 short written options.

• One minute preparation time
• The questions are not read aloud.
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Listening Part 2:  Example
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➢ During the one-minute preparation time:

• Read the questions and answer choices very carefully.

• Predict the relevant context.

• Predict the language/words about to be heard.

✓ Get ready to listen for the answers!

➢ During the first listening:

• Be careful about choosing answer choices 

which lift words directly from the recording.

• Make a tentative choice if unsure and move on!

➢ During the second listening:

• Double-check your answers

• Make a final decision on unanswered 

items (guess if still unsure!)

Tips!
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Listening – Part 3

• 1 dialogue between 2 speakers 
(interview) heard twice with 6 
questions – candidates use the 
information they hear to choose the 
correct answer choice from 3 short 
written options.

• One minute preparation time
• Questions are not read aloud.
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Listening Part 3:  Example 
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➢ During the one-minute preparation time:

• Read the questions and answer choices very carefully.

• Predict the relevant context.

• Predict the language/words about to be heard.

✓ Get ready to listen for the answers!

➢ During the first listening:

• Be careful about choosing answer choices which 

lift words directly from the recording.

• Make a tentative choice if unsure and move on!

➢ During the second listening:

• Double-check your answers

• Make a final decision on unanswered 

items (guess if still unsure!)

Tips!
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Listening – Part 4

• 1 long monologue heard twice with 6 
questions – candidates use the 
information they hear to choose the 
correct answer choice from 3 short 
written options.

• One minute preparation time
• Questions are not read aloud.
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Listening Part 4: Example
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Tip: How can I better prepare my students for the BCCE Listening test?

• Expose students to a variety of listening texts.

• Expose students to spoken texts: TV news & Internet audio files.

• Use practice materials.

• Challenge students and ask HOW they got to the right answer (and do not only concentrate on WHAT 
the answer was).

• Remind students that they are not expected to understand every single word (just like in real-life 
situations).
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Listening Words of Wisdom

Read the 
entire stem 

for every 
single 

question.

Answer even 
difficult 

problems 
based on 
intuition.

Do not spend 
too much time 

on any one 
item.

Manage your time 
effectively.

Base 
answers on 
information 
in the text.

Read all 
instructions 

provided 
carefully.

Record 
answers on 
the answer 
sheet while 
progressing 
through the 

test.

Underline
key words of 

questions and 
prompts.
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Reading and 
Use of 

Language
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Answer Sheet Sample
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Overview of the Reading and Use of Language Section (60 min)
Total no. 
of Items

No. of 
Items

Short descriptionPart

45

15
Short sentences with a gap. For each sentence, candidates choose the 
best answer choice from 4 answer choices

Grammar 

10
10 short sentences with a gap. For each sentence, candidates choose 
the best answer choice from 4 answer choices

Vocabulary

8
4 short texts about a topic with 8 questions – candidates choose the 
best answer choice for each question from 4 answer choices

Reading Part 1

6
4 social media posts, comprising a post with a question and 3 posts with 
answers. Candidates choose the best answer to 6 questions with 4 
answer choices

Reading Part 2

6
1 long text with 4 paragraphs – candidates choose the best answer to 6 
questions with 4 answer choices

Reading Part 3
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Grammar:  Examples

tenses
modal verbs

conditionals

gerund 
vs 

infinitive
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Vocabulary: Examples

collocations

watch out for 
prepositions!

proceed by 
elimination
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Overview of the Reading Portion
Total no. 
of items

No. of 
Items

Short descriptionPart

25 

10
Four short related texts presented as advertisements or reviews
(multiple matching 4 options)

Part 1 

5
4 social media posts, comprising a post with a question and 3 posts with 
answers
(multiple choice – 4 options)

Part 2

5
1 long text with 4 paragraphs
(multiple choice – 4 options)Part 3
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Reading Part 1  
Example

Skimming & 
Scanning

Four short related 
texts presented as 
advertisements or 
reviews
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Reading Part 2:  
Example

4 social media
posts, comprising a post

with a question and 3 posts
with answers
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Reading Part 2:  
Example

Questions 59-62: 
identifying the 

main idea of each 
post

Questions 63-64: 
identifying the 
meaning of a 

word or phrase
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Reading Part 3:  
Example

1 long text with
4 paragraphs
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Reading Part 3:  
Example

Questions 65-68:
reading for detail

Question 69:
identifying the

appropriate 
connector

Question 70: 
referring

expressions (such 
as

pronouns, etc.)
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Reading portion (parts 1,2,3):  Strategies (Train your students to)

• Read the whole passage and focus on the main idea. 

• Be careful about choosing answer choices which lift words directly from the text.

• Find the meaning of a word by checking its context.

• Answer the questions in order.

• Look for signals to relate the question to the right paragraph.

• Underline key words (in the questions or in the text).
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GVR Words of Wisdom

Read the 
entire stem 

for every 
single 

question.

Answer even 
difficult 

problems 
based on 
intuition.

Do not spend 
too much time 

on any one 
item.

Manage your time 
effectively.

Guess what 
the missing 

word(s) 
should be .

Read all 
answer 
choices 

provided 
carefully.
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WRITING
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Overview of the Writing Section (30 minutes)

Total no. of  tasksNo. of TasksShort descriptionTask

1 (candidates choose 
one task) 

1

Answering brief prompts to give a description (about 
100 – 120 words)

Task 1 

1

An informal email giving advice (about 100 – 120 words)Task 2
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Writing Section Task 1: Example 
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Writing Section Task 2: Example 
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Writing: Words of Wisdom

Conclude by 
paraphrasing 
main points.

Explain with 
examples / add 

supporting details. 

Avoid memorized 
language.

Avoid copying too 
much language 

from the prompt / 
paraphrase!

Spend a few 
minutes coming 

up with ideas and 
plan how to 

organize them.

Underline 
important 
language.

Read prompt and 
task carefully.Check writing at end to 

make sure are all parts of 
task have been addressed / 

paragraphs are clearly 
indicated.

Recognize 
common spelling 
and punctuation 

errors / proofread 
text.
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SPEAKING
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Speaking Task 1: Personal Questions (Example)
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Speaking Task 2: Role Play

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Speaking Task 3: Questions about the Topic
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Speaking: Words of Wisdom

Remember the examiner 
does not know you, so it is 
your job to prove you are 

at BCCE level!

Maintain eye 
contact with the 

examiner.

Ask for clarification 
if anything not 

understood.

Relate the topic to 
own experiences.

Paraphrase or use 
synonyms if a word does 

not come to mind.

Participate as 
actively as possible, 

thinking: “WHY is 
what I said true?”

Use as much 
natural language as 

possible.

Read prompts 
carefully.
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Scoring & Assessment

For each section of the examination, raw scores are converted into 
scaled scores ranging from 100 to 1000. The passing score for each 
section is 650 out of 1000. The scores for each section are combined 
and averaged to give a total possible average scale score of 1000 for 
all four sections.
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Listening

Candidates preparing for the exam should aim for a minimum raw 
score of at least 12 out of 25 for the Listening section.
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Reading & Use of Language

Candidates preparing for the exam should aim for a minimum raw 
score of at least 21 out of 45 for the RUL section.
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Writing

Candidates preparing for the exam should aim for a minimum raw 
score of at least 8 out 15 for the Writing section.
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Writing Rating Scale
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Speaking

Candidates preparing for the exam should aim for a minimum raw 
score of at least 8 out of 15 for the Speaking section.
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Speaking Rating Scale
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Any questions?
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Thank you!
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