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Part 1 : 25 items (pictures) –3 options

Part 2 : 20 items (talks) –4 options
(number of questions after each talk: 5)

Part 1 is heard once
Part 2 is heard twice
Preparation time: YES

Total number of items: 45

Duration: 45 min.

Format

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Listening ‘safe’ score:
30/45 Assessment
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Number of items: 25
Duration: approx. 17 min. 

Format: 
Short conversations
Speakers: 1 male & 1 female

Options: 3 pictures (1 correct answer)
12-second pause between questions

ECCE Listening Part 1
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Sample 
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Sample 
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What should students do before they listen to 
the conversation?

Predict the 

conversation content

Predict the words 

they may hear

Spot similarities and 

differences

11Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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What should students do before they listen to 
the conversation?

12

Ask: What do you think the conversation will be 

about?

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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What should students do before they listen to 
the conversation?

13

Ask: Which words do you think the speakers will use?

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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What should students do before they listen to 
the conversation?

14

Ask: What is similar and what is different in the 

pictures?
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What should students do while they listen to the 
conversation?

Look at the pictures Listen carefully Focus on the question at 
the end of the 
conversation
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What should students do while they listen to the 
conversation?

16

F: I want to learn to play a musical instrument, but I can’t decide if I want to play 

the piano or something smaller that I can carry places, like the trumpet.

M : Oh, I think you should play the trumpet. I heard it’s easier to learn.

F: But, I really enjoy the music a piano makes. I think I’ll do that.

M : Or, you could try to learn both, if you have time. 

QUESTION: Which instrument does she want to play?
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What should students do after they’ve chosen 
an answer?

17

Look at the pictures 

of the next question

Repeat steps
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Number of items: 20
Duration: approx. 28 min. 

Format: 
4 Talks 
Speakers: 1 (male or female)

Preparation time: 25 sec.
Questions: 5 after each talk
Options: 4 answer choices (1 correct answer)
12-second pause between questions after the end of each talk

ECCE Listening Part 2
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What should students do before they listen to 
the talk?

Useful tips to share with your students:

The information heard and the information 

asked through each question follow the same 

order in the recording.

Exception: the question with the loudspeaker  

is usually the last one or a possible question 

about the main idea/purpose of the talk

The words/phrases in the questions/options 

given might be paraphrased in the 

recording (same meaning-different words).
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What should students do before they listen to 
the talk?

Look at the set of instructions on top!

✓ Are you on the right page?

✓ Is the answer sheet on the Listening 

side? 

✓ Do you know which question numbers 

you need to answer?
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What should students do before they listen to 
the talk?

Look at the orientation statement

21

✓ The general ‘picture’ might be given through it

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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What should students do before they listen to 
the talk?

Look at the questions and answer choices!

22

During the 25 sec. pause they should: 

✓ focus on what each question is asking

✓ underline key words to feel safe

✓ predict the content of the talk
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Listening part 2 - example

Look at each question and see 
what you expect to hear about 
a particular issue/matter/topic 
in the talk 
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Listening part 2 - example

How much do you 

know before you even 

listen?

24

Fact: There will be a show in town

-Thinkaloud: I NEED TO LISTEN CAREFULLY AND 

UNDERSTAND HOW MANY TIMES THE SHOW WILL BE 

IN TOWN (SPECIFIC INFO)

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Listening part 2 - transcript

Attention singers! Coming soon to our beautiful city is the famous show, Music Star! Do you want to have the chance to 

perform for the whole country? Do you have what it takes to be the next Music Star?

This Saturday morning, come to the Community Center at 8 am for your chance to audition for the show. (Q26) Bring a CD of 

the music, a written copy of the song lyrics, and ID that shows you are at least 18 years old. Solo singers and groups are both 

welcome. (Q27) Please visit our website for more information on what types of songs are allowed in the competition.

Our judges will vote, and the top ten performers will earn a spot on Music Star! The winner of that competition will receive a 

cash prize and get to record their very own CD in a professional studio.

(Q28) Be the next Angie Adams or Matthew Miller and everyone will line up to see you, because you’ve won the top prize on 

Music Star! Start practicing now and get ready to make your way to the top!

If you’re not a singer but still want to come down this Saturday and see the action that’s no problem! Call our office today to 

get your tickets to sit in the audience and cheer on your friends. This opportunity won’t come around again. 

(Q29) Auditions for the show only come to our town once.

25Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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What should students do while they listen to the 
talk for the first time?

Look at each question 

and its answer choices 

(that you’ve already read 

during the 25-sec pause)

26

Listen carefully Cross out the wrong 

choices while listening 

and mark a tentative one 

in the booklet

Remember that 

information you hear 

follows the same order as 

information asked 

through the questions
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What should students do while they listen to the 
talk for the second time?

Listen even more 

carefully to those points 

you might have missed 

during the 1st listening 

time

27

Finalize your answers and 

write them on the answer 

sheet!

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Sample Listening section answer sheet
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Reading (GVR)

Format

Grammar questions

Vocabulary questions

Reading comprehension questions based on 2 tasks

Total number of items: 65
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Grammar: 15 items (gapped sentences) –4 options

Vocabulary: 14 items (gapped sentences) –4 options

Reading Task 1 : 12 items (single text) –4 options

Reading Task 2 : 24 items (multiple texts) –4 options

Total number of items: 65

Duration: 75 minutes

Format

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Reading ‘safe’ score:
43/65 Assessment
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Number of items: 15 – 4 options

ECCE Reading Grammar
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Reading Grammar

33

If Mark doesn’t finish his part on time, the entire project ________ .

A. can ruin

B. is to be ruined

C. will be ruined

D. will ruin

Students should look for familiar grammatical structures.
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Reading Grammar

34

If Mark doesn’t finish his part on time, the entire project ________ .

A. can ruin

B. is to be ruined

C. will be ruined

D. will ruin

Students should look for familiar grammatical structures.
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Reading Grammar

35

Your grades show you’ve made great ________ at school this year.

A. progressive

B. progressing

C. progresses

D. progress

Students should use knowledge of parts of speech.
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Reading Grammar

36

Your grades show you’ve made great ________ at school this year.

A. progressive

B. progressing

C. progresses

D. progress

Students should use knowledge of parts of speech.

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 
 

Reading Grammar

37

I knew Paul ________ me to come, but I just couldn’t get there in time.

A. wanted

B. wants

C. is wanting

D. will want

Students look for clues to correct tense.

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Reading Grammar

38

I knew Paul ________ me to come, but I just couldn’t get there in time.

A. wanted

B. wants

C. is wanting

D. will want

Students should look for clues to correct tense.

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 
 

Number of items: 14 – 4 options

ECCE Reading Vocabulary
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Reading Vocabulary

40

There are certain plants that just won’t grow in Canada because the 

________ is too cold.

A. domain

B. landscape

C. climate

D. habitat

Eliminating as many answer choices as possible.

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests

Technique
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Reading Vocabulary
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There are certain plants that just won’t grow in Canada because the 

________ is too cold.

A. domain

B. landscape

C. climate

D. habitat

Eliminating as many answer choices as possible.

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Reading Vocabulary

42

Sylvia ________ her degree in engineering last year.

A. owned

B. allowed

C. performed

D. earned

Look for familiar collocations.
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Reading Vocabulary

43

Sylvia ________ her degree in engineering last year.

A. owned

B. allowed

C. performed

D. earned

Look for familiar collocations.
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Reading Vocabulary

44

Professor Smith is attending the ________ on best practices in teaching 

foreign languages to children.

A. seminar

B. encounter

C. institution

D. assignment

Read the whole stem and guess the missing word(s) before you read 

the answer choices. 

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Reading Vocabulary

45

Professor Smith is attending the ________ on best practices in teaching 

foreign languages to children.

A. seminar [presentation, conference, etc.]

B. encounter

C. institution

D. assignment

Read the whole stem and guess the missing word(s) before you read 

the answer choices. 

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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Number of short texts: 2

Each text is followed by 
6 questions
(A – B – C - D) 

ECCE Reading Task 1
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Reading Task 1

47

Read the orientation statement.
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Reading Task 1

48

Read the whole passage and

focus on the main idea.
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Reading Task 1

49

Write the main idea of each

paragraph for easy reference. {
{
{
{e.g. Writer’s opinion

e.g. reasons for…

e.g. colors…
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Reading Task 1

50

Answer the questions 

in the order they appear.
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Reading Task 1

51

Answer the questions 

in the order they appear.
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Reading Task 1

52

Remember the difference

between line and sentence.
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Reading Task 1

53

Look for signals to relate the

question to the correct paragraph.
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Reading Task 1

54

Reconsider choices which

lift words directly from the text.
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Reading Task 1

55

Find a reference or the meaning

of a word by checking its context.
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Number of sets of related texts: 2

Each set is followed by 
12 questions (A – B – C - D) 

Text types: advertisements, job notices, articles etc.

First questions assess understanding of each text individually,
final questions refer to two or more texts

ECCE Reading Task 2
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ECCE Reading Task 2
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Reading Task 2

58

Scan the set of texts and get the main idea.

Start with the questions and read each text

as you progress.

Read the texts more than once to answer

the final questions.
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Reading Task 2
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Read the question and 

find the answer

in the specific text, 

as indicated.
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Reading Task 2
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Remember that important information

could be located in titles, pictures, etc. 

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests

Students should

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 
 

Reading Task 2
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Approach each question using

the same strategies from Task 1.

Look for clues and key words in questions.

Find the meaning of words

by looking at the context.

Avoid options that seem to lift words

from the text.

Preparing students for the ECCE Listening and Reading tests
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GVR - Global strategies

Manage time effectively (75 minutes).

Do not spend too much time on any one item.

Answer even difficult problems based in intuition.

Eliminate as many options as possible.

ECCE Reading Tips
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Sample Reading section answer sheet
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Hellenic American 
Union Publications

Practice Examinations Book series
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Final tip to share

Keep calm and focus on the tasks! 
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Thank you

exams@hau.gr

www.hau.gr
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