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Speaking

Format

A structured face-to-face test of speaking ability with one examiner
and one test taker on a topic introduced to the test taker

Duration

10 -15 minutes

4 stages

ECCE Speaking Q&A
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Introduction

How comfortable are your
students with Speaking?
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#ECCE

Stage 1: Introduction
Stage 2: Gather information
I Stage 3: Present and defend choice Format

Stage 4: Answer questions about the topic

ECCE Speaking Q&A
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#ECCE

Skills elicited by the ECCE speaking task

Ask and answer questions

Skills

I Provide suggestions or recommendations
Present and support a decision

Discuss a topic in detail

ECCE Speaking Q&A

HELLENIC
AMERICAN
UNION

CENTER FOR
EXAMINATIONS & CERTIFICATIONS




#ECCE

Overall communicative effectiveness
I Language control and resources Assessment

Delivery / Intelligibility

ECCE Speaking Q&A

HELLENIC
AMERICAN
UNION

CENTER FOR
EXAMINATIONS & CERTIFICATIONS




Official Speaking Rating Scale

Overall Language Control Delivery/Intelligibility
Communicative and Resources
effectiveness
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BECCE
I Official Speaking Rating Scale

Overaeléfggxénnuer;lscative Languggscifc"e‘;"' and Delivery/Intelligibility

— —
— —

Stages 2:3 | [

Stage 4 Overall Communicative effectiveness | | Language Control and Resources

Question #1 E — [

Question #2 = [ 1

Question #3 E
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BECCE

Can | express my ideas clearly?

Communicative
Effectiveness

Are there any details in my response? Overall
I Can | understand what is said to me?

Am | an interactive participant?

DE®G
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BECCE

Is my grammar functional?

I Is there sufficient use of vocabulary? Language Control

and Resources

Is there a range in grammar and vocabulary?

0101010]6)
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BECCE

Do | speak at a reasonable rate ?
I Does my voice contribute to intended meaning? Delivery/

Do pauses in my speech cause strain to the listener? Intelligibility

DER®G
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Overall Communicative Language Control & Resources pelivery/

Effectiveness Grammoar, Vocabulary Intelligibility’
5 | Conveys information and ideas, and * Minor occasional * Sufficient productive | « In both interactive context
asserts a viewpoint very comprehensiby |  errors do vocabuary to and longer utterances,
Expresses ideas readiy, including not impede convey ideas with speaks at a reasonable
details and some precision, rate with infrequent pauses
P | Sustains tak quite independently  Shows functional though occasionally | o viice and intonation
E C C E S | without interlocutor support control of grammar uses words not contribute positively
Blu cutor speec QUi on targat 1o intended meaning
Inderstands nlerlocutor speech
. 2 | without grammatical or lexical * Range of vocabulary | and tone/tenor of the
@ | simplfication at normal pace Cordm ol R
p e a | n g B Highly Interactive Participant: often subtiety of » Features of L1 are evident
8 | epontancously elaboratos on new ression and but deviations in sounds
. 2 | topics and can contribute y stance'ona fopic and stress rarely create
R atl N g S Ca | e W | 1o topic development; seff-initiates o Sufficient linguistic resources combine with misunderstandings
topic commentary and easly initiates cohesive devices 1o create an interactive
exchanges participant with some independence
Conveys information, ideas, and * Some errors ocour | » Shows productive | » In interactive contex,
viewpoint comprehensibly but rarely impede control of a range of speaks at a reasonable
Expresses ideas generaly and with comprehensibility vocabulary though | rate with infrequent pauses
some supporting details © Shows functional does notaways | e In longer responses,
Sustains talk, usually without grammatical control | USethe exact*aght” | paycing is more noticeable
interlocutor restating or carifying details |  With pauses mainly word « Vioice and intonation
B | understands nteriocutor speech at ol phrase/clause | « Self-comects and contribute positively to
B | normal pace boundaries Qarao'jasim [;o i intended meaning
§ | Active Participant: spontancously ,“::’,i}x;' ol « Fealures of L1 are evident
& | elaborates and contributes to topic > but deviations in sounds or
8 | development and shows involvement * Shows some stress do not intertere with
| in interaction; selt-nitiates topic awareness communication or result in
8 | commentary and initiates exchanges of register or many misunderstanding
H appropriateness of
w certain words
« Lack of sufficient cohesive devices
(grammatical and lexical) causes some
awkwardness
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ECCE
Speaking
Rating Scale

Overall Commu
Effectiveness

Language Control & Resources

Delivery/
Intelligibility*

=

‘Conveys information, ideas, and
viewpont comprehensibly, though at
times may struggle a bit

Expresses ideas generally though
supporting details may not always be
clear

Sustains tak; intedocutor occasionally
needs to summarize o restate for
clarification, particularly vath regard to
longer test-taker responses; interocutor
does not strain 1o understand test taker
Generally Understands ideas but may
have to negotiate the meaning of details
Active Participant: spontanecusly
elaborates and contributes 1o topic
development; initiates exchanges

Standard

Grammar Vocabulary

« Some errors occur | » Enough vocabuiary

but still generally 1o cor raily
comprehensible intended meaning
Shows functional but occasionally
grammatical control | has emors in

with pauses mainly word choice and

at phrase/clause marphology
boundaries « Uses circumiocution

and filers to cover
some vocabulary

* Salt-monitors
and attentive to

comection
« Lack of sufficient cohesive devices
(grammatical and lexical) causes some

awkwardness; lack ¢ ained clarity or

some incoherence in longer respons

® In interactive context,
speaks at a reasonable
rate with infrequent pauses
or hesitations

* In longer respons
pausing is more noticeable

* Features of L1 are evident
but deviations in sounds or
stress do not interfere with
communication or result in
many misunderstandings
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ECCE
Speaking
Rating Scale

Overall Communica
Effectiveness

Language Control & Resources

Delivery/

2 | Conveys information, ideas, and
L=_| viewpo al manner
unable to
she mig

agene
say fully or exactly what he or
ant 1o say

Attempts to Express ideas, though
detail may be dfficult to understand dus
to language constrai
Can Sustain involvement but only with
a patient interlocutor who must dlarify
ideas

Understands rnterlocutor input or
support when it is clear and general,
communication breakdowns may result
it interfocutor conveys too many details
or complexity in restatements
‘Somewhat Interactive Participant:
sustans involvement in an interaction
and does some elaboration and
initiation

but

Below Standard

Grammar Vocabulary

* Froquency of word
choice errors
ften obscures
communication of
specific details

chunking, and

missing grammatical

elements disrupt

communication vy

* Pauses and self-monitoring and

hesitations often not | seif-correction

at phrase or clause
boundaries

© May rely on use of
phrase strings or
disconnected clause
units

« High frequency of erors (grammar, syntax.

of sufficient grammar and/or vocabulary
unication beyond
eneral idea and causes lack of s
clerity and general coherence

 May rely on use of phrase strings or
disconnected clause units so disce

ohesive

Intelligibility*

* Rate of deliv
or siow) toge!

ry (uneven

* L1 features may create
strain on listener; certain
words or phrases may
need repetition or siower
articutation to promote
inteligibiity
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ECCE
Speaking
Rating Scale

Below Standard

Overall Communicative
Effectiveness

Conveying ideas can take time, is
challenging, and usually unsuccessful
Unable to Express onesell

Unable to Sustain involvement,

and needs interiocutor support

for interpretation, synthesis, and
restatement of kieas and 1o provide
clarification; rarely independent in an
interaction

Difficulty in Understanding and weak
receptive skils
Not an Int

Language Control & Resources

Grammar

* Shows knowledge

Vocabulary

* Inadequate range

of basic clauses, of productive
but many contain vocabulary restricts
pauses (filed and what can be

unfiled) and are
rendered as phrasal
churks

« Pauses and
hesitations are
ot commony at
phrase or clause
boundaries

vocabuary so that
Interlocutor may
need to reformulate
and rephrase 1o be
understood

b0 Particloank
elaboration and topic initiations are
rarely successtul

 High frequency of errors (grammar, syntax
morphology, vocabulary) can impede
hensibilty

compe

* Lack of vocabulary; in particular, seems to

restrict tive effectiveness; lack
of sufficient language contre
affects comprehensibility

Delivery/
Intelligibility*

* Siow delivery of language
* High frequency of pauses
(some quite lengthy
and awkward) results
in disfluent speech and
disnupts communication
 Phonological variation due
10 L1 transfer may cause
unintelligibiity

s (filedt and unfiled) and hesitations referred 1o are those that appear 1o be due 1o lack of language rather than
those needed occasionally by any speaker 1o conceptually plan what one wants 10 say.
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Level Bands

Band Scaled numeric score
Honors (H) 840-1000

Pass (P) 750-835

Low Pass (LP) 650-745
Borderline Fail (BF) 610-645
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Are all stages of the test marked?
(Is the first part of the test marked?
Do all stages carry the same weight?)

\
\
\
!
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What type of vocabulary is
expected?

(Is simple language acceptable or
should candidates “show off"?)
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Isit a sign of a weak performance
when examiners ask for details?
(How many supporting ideas /
examples should answers include?)
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What are the most common reasons
test takers lose marks?

(Short answers, vocabulary, grammar,
irrelevant answers, L 1 words — ranked)

ECCE Speaking Q&A

HELLENIC CENTER FOR
AMERICAN

b . EXAMINATIONS & CERTIFICATIONS
UNION




How much do test takers need to talk
when answering questions?
(Is there a minimum time allotted for each
question?
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Are pauses in delivery or when
searching for ideas critical?
(How much fluency is required to
pass?)
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What Impresses an Examiner
Immediately?

(What do examiners value highly in
test taker performances?)
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Ways to involve students in
practising speaking?
(For the teachers & school owners in the
audience)
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A speaking test
video sample

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrléxRfHkbM

CCE Speaking Q&
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Speaking test

sample
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BECCE

ECCE Speaking Test prompt

Help Solve a Problem

Situation
| am your friend and | have a problem. Find out what my problem is and offer me some good advice.
First
You should lock at the pictures below and ask:
* What is the problem?
* What are the options?
* What are the advantages of each option?

Then

When you have all the information you need, explain which option you think is best and why. Be ready
to explain why you didn’t choose the other option. Remember to use information you learn from
asking questions to explain your final choice.

Finally
After you have shared your decision, you will be asked more questions about the topic.

30
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prompt A
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prompt

Help Solve a Problem

Situation
| am your friend and | have a problem. Find out what my
problem is and offer me some good advice.
First
YYou should look at the pictures below and ask:
e What is the problem?
* What are the options?
* What are the advantages of each option?

Then

When you have all the information you need, explain
which option you think is best and why. Be ready

to explain why you didn't choose the other option.
Remember to use information you learn from asking
questions to explain your final choice.

Finally
After you have shared your decision, you will be asked
more questions about the topic.
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Information

What is the problem?

1o decide on the best option.

My sister/niece/cousin wants to buy a birthday present for her friend. She has some ideas in mind but needs

Option 1
giving gifts

Option 2
tickets

What are the options?

The first option is that she could go
shopping at a store and get her friend a
gift, such as a necklace or book.

The second option is that she could
go online and get her friend tickets for
an event, like a concert or basketball
game.

What are the advantages
of each option?

The advantage of the first option is that
she loves to go shopping. She will try
to find something special that her friend
could keep for a long time.

The advantage of the second option

is that she could save some time by
buying the tickets online. She could go
1o the event with her friend.

[ Elaboration Questions |

you like about it?

1. Tell me about a gift that you received. What did

2. What are the most important factors to consider

when trying to find a gift for somaona?

3. Some people think it's better to give someone a gift they can experience, like art lessons or sports
tickets, rather than a physical gift. To what extent do you agree?

prompt A

33
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Remember

Visit www.hau.gr
for test preparation materials.

Callusat210 36 80000 on

weekdays (9:00-17:00) for questions.

If you love writing as much as we do,
drop us a line at exams@hau.gr

ECCE Speaking Q&A 34
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Hellenic American Union
Center for Examinations and Certifications
Social media

n www.facebook.com/HAU.CEC/

Athens: Massalias 22, 10680 Athens
T: (+30) 210 3680000, F: (+30) 210 3634200

Thessaloniki: Fragon 14, 54626 Thessaloniki
T: (+30) 2310 557600, F: (+30) 2310 553925

E-mail: exams@hau.gr

Url: Www.hau.gr/exams

The Hellenic American Union Center for Examinations and Certifications applies
a Management System in accordance with the ISO 9001: 2015 standard for the
following scopes: “Planning, organization, and administration of examinations” and
“Provision of support services to candidates, foreignlanguage schools, and teachers”.
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