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Introduction

The Examination for the Certificate of
Competency in English (ECCE) is a
standardized, 4-skill English test (also known
as 'Lower’ in Greece) at the upper-
intermediate level of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR B2). Itis a secure exam developed by
Michigan Language Assessment and
administered by authorized test centers
worldwide.

T MICHIGAN

LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT
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Reading

Format

Avariety of gapped sentences and reading texts are presented for test
takers to complete or read and then answer related questions by
selecting an option from the multiple-choice answers provided.

Duration
S —
75 minutes

mﬁ 3 parts (Grammar, Vocabulary, Reading)

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 6
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HECCE

Part 1: 15 items (grammar) - 4 options
Part 2: 14 items (vocabulary) - 4 options

Part 3: 36 items (reading) - 4 options
2 Single texts with 6 questions each

Format

2 Multiple-text sets with 12 questions each
Total number of items: 65

Duration: 75 minutes

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Introduction

How comfortable are your
students with Reading?
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Grasping the main idea of a paragraph or passage Global
oba
I |dentifying the author’s general intent (e.g.,

Comprehension

providing information, reporting a problem, Skills
debating an issue)

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task
Identifying supporting details and

specific key information in passages Local
I Selecting correct answers based on precise Comprehension
information in the passages or paragraphs Skills

(e.g., dates, reasons, instructions)

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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HECCE

Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Inferring meaning by understanding implied

Inferential
I ideas or opinions

Comprehension
Skills

Making connections based on reasoning rather

than stated facts

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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BECCE

Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Determining meaning of unfamiliar words used

I Inferential

in context

Comprehension

Understanding synonyms, paraphrases, and Skills
lexical relationships

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Understanding passage structure and Understanding

I organization e
Cause and effect, comparison and contrast, Logical flow of

Ideas

chronological order, problem-solution structures

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Recognizing the author’s purpose, tone and

attitude Critical
I Identifying whether the purpose is to inform, Reading
persuade, compare while detecting tone and Skills

viewpoint

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Skimming for overall meaning and scanning for

specific details Handling longer
I Managing cohesion across paragraphs, Multi-Paragraph
reference words and logical progression across Texts

the text.

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Level Bands

-
-
(L}
-

-

-

Band score Scaled numeric score

Honors (H) 840-1000
Pass (P) 750-835
Low Pass (LP) 650-745

Borderline Fail (BF) 610-645
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Reading 'safe’ score:
43/65

Assessment

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Your Questions

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Can test takers start with the
reading part?

Can they leave the vocabulary part
last?
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Do all questions carry the same
weight?

Are questions in Reading more
difficult?
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Should test takers mark their
answers in the booklet first?
s this a good idea/practice?

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Is note-taking allowed in the booklet?
Can test takers underline, highlight or
circle words in the booklet?

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Will there be unknown words in
the reading passages?

What are some common themes
revisited in the passages?
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Is any time given at the end to
transfers answers on the answer
sheet?

Can test takers return to the Listening
section if they've finished the Reading
part?

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test
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What happens if a test taker has
unknown words in Reading?
Can test takers ask for clarifications?

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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What can students do to improve
their Reading skills?

Any practice that would help
students improve their Reading
scores?

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 2
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I ECCE - Grammar

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 27
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Number of items: 15
Format:
Short gapped sentences that test grammar structures

Options: 4 items (1 correct answer)

I ECCE Reading Part 1

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 28
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4 Prepositions Fill in the correct prepositions.
G ra m m a r 1 My sister and | have nothing common
with each other.
2 Idecided to choase English lessons .
Spanish as | thought it would be more useful for my
career.
Build Up Your Skills Book series 3 People allages willind the play
entertaining.
4 Your success at work depends .._._._.___your
ability to work well as part of a team.
5 Jacob relies a lot his family to support
. him. He really should get a job of his own.
Build Up Your Reading Skills 6 Herangry outburst was really
response to the fact that she is having problems at
home.
7 Gerry shows no interest his studies
and may have to repeat the year.
B8 My familyplans ... -relocating to the
States next year.
9 There has been a drop sales this
season.
10 Our prices range €10.00 to €50.00 per
pair of shoes.

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

5 Derivatives The following words appeared in
the texts in this unit. Place them in the correct
column below and then fill in their other forms.

« consider s alternative sattract
o sendurance
participate «analyze «creation
sdependent s propose «submit sproduce sresponse
sappreciate «impress s instructor «applicant
wschedule «arrangement « recommend

Verb Adjective Noun

29
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15 items - 4 options

READING: GRAMMAR

46. If Mark doesn't finish his part on time, the entire 50. I'd love to be able to sing an opera singer.
project A. aslike
A. canruin B. evenas
B. is to be ruined C. justlike
C. will be ruined D. quiteas
D. will ruin

I ECCE - Grammar

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 30 mw
ASSESSMENT
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Use knowledge of parts of speech
Your grades show you've made great ________ at school
this year.
a. progressive
b. progressing [
C. progress ammaxg
elation be
d. progresses ' a body of TOTL
|

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 31
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Look for clues to correct tense

| knew Paul ________ me to come, but | just couldn't get there in time.
a. wanted

b. wants

c. iswanting
d. will want

I ECCE - Grammar

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 32 Lﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂg
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Vocabulary

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 33 MICHIGAN
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Number of items: 14
Format:
Short gapped sentences that test vocabulary knowledge

Options: 4 items (1 correct answer)

I ECCE Reading Part 2

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 34
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14 items - 4 options

READING: VOCABULARY

61. There are certain plants that just won't grow in Canada 65. Jack believes his university has given him the academic

because the is too cold. he needs to be successful in graduate school.
A. domain A. infrastructure

B. landscape B. preparation

C. climate C. composition

D. habitat D. therapy

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 35 MICHIGAN

ASSESSMENT
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Vocabulary

Eliminate as many answer choices as possible

-
He comes from a very popular in Spain. |
a. island -
b. form

c. piece

d. name

I ECCE - Vocabulary

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 36

ASSESSMENT
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Vocabulary

Read the whole item and guess the missing word(s) before you read the answer
choices for that response

Those fish cannot outside in the pond when the
temperature gets too cold.
a. concentrate words
b. reveal e o

; ¢hallenge-language:::
¢ operate =’ leainersivas,
d. survive Wmﬁﬁi%&wnﬁmﬁi

I ECCE - Grammar/Vocabulary

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 37 mﬁgm
ASSESSMENT
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

38
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Number of items; 36

Format:

2 Reading tasks that test reading comprehension
Task 1: 2 Single texts with 6 questions each

Task 2: 2 Multiple-text sets with 12 questions each

Options: 4 items (1 correct answer)

I ECCE Reading Part 3

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 39
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I Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series

n

!

© rreRERDING

1 Work individually. Make a list of allthe sports
You can think of in one minute.

text followed by six multiple choice
Read the passage and do the activities

of these sports
L) y.
2 and endurance, whie engagng in new physical
ST _ Undouledy,fearis a special component of
= thess cool sports that atiract young and mature
2 » audences alke However, accoring to experts.
of sports. inners’in the following % oo sulol ik ol Ky
Cotagosian: = can be reduced Unforunataly, in most cases,
Who hasthe longest st of sports? » s expensive, raisng the cost of
Who has played most of those sports? particpating. For example, a 30-second bungee.
spons? = parts of the workd.

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

-
AND ANALYZING THE TEXT

40
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Build Up Your Skills Book series

Build Up Your Reading Skills

for the ECCE'

N wn e wN

FOCUS ON KEY YOCABULARY

Match to make nouns.
city raom

open b forum
double < warming
general i manager
sporting - biking
mountain £ council
global g goods

INTERAGTING WITH THE READING PASSAGE
E® Imagine you were going to the open forum
in Colorado Springs. What proposals would
you make to the mayor to attract tourists to
the town? Discuss with your partner and then
present your ideas to the class.

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE
Choase the best option to answer the following
questions:
The following questions refer to section A on page 14,
Whatis the purpose of section A?
to advertise a resort
5 toannounce a new activity
to advertise a hotel

to announce new prices

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

IS

Ly

The following questions refer to section C on page 14,
What is the main point of section C?
Acityis undergoing an economic crisis.
> Tourists are no longer interested in skiing
vacations.
The mayor has agreed to have a meeting.
A way to attract more tourists should be found,

How much snow did Vermont get last winter?
equivalent to the annual average

b more than expected
half of the annual average
more than in previous years

The following question refers ta section D on page 14,
Why did Mr. Addison receive this e-mail?
He has been hired for a job.
b His working conditions have changed.
¢ Heis being considered for a job.
He is being made redundant.

The following question refers to sections A, B, C. and D
Which sections invite the reader to contact
somebocy?

sections Aand C

b sections Band D
sections Cand D
sections B and C

41
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Task 1

Format

Reading

READING

This passage is about lobsters.

Amarican lobsters are marine ankmals that Ive in the
Wwaters off the eastern coast of North America. They are
generally dark biue, green, or brown, although some American
lobsters with pecullar coloring have been discovered, One

7s.

What is the main purpose of the passage?
A. 10 provide information about rare types of kobstars
B. o compare lobstors with other ocean creatures

C. toencourage peopia to eat less lobster

D. to educate readers about lobster disoases

prresbsrplapen i Sajput e iesg il
> S O r-t -t e Xt S pedsnduiges inped rihion e piiiisatt 76. Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty A. on the entire body
icn obaters are oot 7 ok ol i
1 ia ncaar why calon obetars sppear #his we S orky oo the chewe
> a t e X't ollowe W iseendit Asresepecpomtaimandr v gromci] under the
(o ke R e, O reasarcinr theasght h Somtd 8 e
when he discoverad a white paste under the shell of a calico . In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2. what doea
. . lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell. 1t raler 107
o/t e B, Mackor iy caies A shet
UlITI e olce Wessen, med sonve bbbt Rtasees cae ik stel ochor Rt
. Fomeo oaloe lottars e el el Do R C. patern
= carlobaters O, paste
Gther lobeter veriations have boen found, Inchuling bive,
-p-C- uestions 1o, and el Evan oo r st cores obaas, 78, According o the passage, what doss a change in
Lttt g oot kot i Comitimse Indiodta?
rresirarlolousgrisngharsibaaalricprs it A ttisokd
Thene Variuions e hrvown 1o e Smaned by GAnels cifects; 5. itis haaithy.
it s e Sl iy G itiegood o e
Today, lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand . Itis sick.
0 tolutare a8 8 hsoary o0 mear thet cormervation efiois
research, and public education are needed to protect the . Based on the information in the second paragraph,
rsaseoresh ooy b el gy margide o oxinp o b BN
A Rie bacoming more comemon.
B, R owiws Wt e
C. ise sonof dleea
D, itis conhested 1o the obeter's genatics
80, How doss the author fee about the curent status of

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

American lobstors?

American lobsters are not in danger.

Ackdajonl medaroh o kcbaar Gokod W Enpiiie.
All Amorican lobsters need protecton.

ulos lbetars overve spaot protsct.

com»

42
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Reading task 1

Train your students to read the orientation statement

This passage is about lobsters. 75, What is the main purpose of the passage?

American lobsters are marine animals that Iive in the ';: :z m;i”m:?:m"hm:::am“
waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are o oo o 10 aat loss lobater

urage peaple to eat less

generally dark blue, green, or brown, although some American D. to educate readers about lobster i
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One : eases
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These
lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their 8. Whare on labsters doss the calico pattem appaar?
claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty A on the entire body
million lobsters are calico. B. on just one side

Itis unclear why calico lobatars appesr this way. Some G, only on the claws
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others D under the shel
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of acalico 77+ In the fith sentence of paragraph 2, what does
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell, it refer to?
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause A, shell
illness, and some lobster ilnesses cause their shell color to B. disease
change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long C. pattern
as other lobsters. D. paste

Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,
rad, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters, 78.  According to tha passags, what doas a change in a
which have a different color on each side of the body. The lobstar's color sometimes indicate?
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of A. lLtisold.
these variations are known to ba caused by genatic defects, B. Itis healthy.
but some are still a mystery. C. ltisgood to eat.

Today, lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand D. Itissick.
for lobsters as a luxury food means that conservation efforts,
rasearch, and public education are nesded to protect the 79.  Based on the information in the second paragraph,
American lobster population, what can ba concluded about lobsters’ calico coloring?

A. Itis becoming more common.
Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 43
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Explain that they should read the whole passage and focus on the main idea

Main idea

Reading task 1

EADING

This passage is about lobsters. 75.

American lobsters are marine animals that live in the
‘waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are
generally dark blus, green, or brown, although some American
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These
lobsters have an orange and blus pattemn all over, from their
claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty
million lobsters are calico.

It is unclear why calico lobstars appear this way. Some
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell,
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause
illness, and soma lobster illnesses cause their shall color to
‘change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long
as other lobsters.

Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,
red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters, 8.
which have a different color on each side of the body. The
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of
these variations are known to be caused by genatic defects,
but some are still a mystery.

Today, lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand
for lobsters as a luxury food means that conservation efforts,
research, and public education are needed to protect the 79.
American lobster population.

77.

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

What is the main purpose of the passage?

A. to provide information about rare types of lobsters.
B. to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures.

C. toencourage pacple to eat less lobster

D. toeducate readers about lobster diseases

Where on lobsters does the calico pattem appear?
A, on the entire body

B. on just one side

C. only on the claws

D. under the shell

In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does.
it refer to?
A. shell
B. disease
C. pattern
D. paste

According to the passage, what does a change ina
Iobstar's color somatimes indicata?

A ltis old.

B. Itis healthy.

C. Itis good to eat.

D. Itissick.

Based on the information in the second paragraph,
what can be concluded about lobsters’ calico coloring?

A. Itis becoming more common.

44
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Students can also write the main idea of each paragraph for easy reference

e.g. introduction...

e.g. reasons for... {

e.g. Writer's opinion

Reading task 1

This passage is about lobsters. 75.  What is the main purpose of the passage?
American lobsters are marine animals that live in the ';: :: Z:’r:‘:,ﬂg::':‘:’m“h o “M““':g:r“’lr‘:'::::‘m
waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are el eshan plbimph ekt
3 ge people to eat less lobster
generally dark biue, green, or brown, although some American B e R e e
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These
lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their 76.  Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty A. on the entire body
million lobsters are calico. B. on just one side
It is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some g' ':"nge("“r::: ::I“
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico 77.  In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell, it refer to?
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause A. shell
iliness, and some lobster ilinesses cause their shell color to B. disease
change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long C. pattern
as other lobsters. D. paste
Other lobster variations have been found, including biue,
red; and yeliow. Even more rare are spiit-colored lobsters, 78.  According to the passage, what does a change in a
which have a different color on each side of the body. The lobster's color sometimes indicate?
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of A. Rtisold.
these variations are known to be caused by genetic defects, B. Itis healthy.
but some are still a mystery. C. Itisgood to eat.
Today, lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand D. Rissick.
for lobsters as a luxury food means that conservation efforts,
research, and public education are needed to protect the 79. Based on the information in the second paragraph,
Ammerions bater population; what can be concluded about lobsters’ calico coloring?
A. Itis becoming more common.
B. Its cause is not known.
C. Itis a sign of disease.
D. Itis connected to the lobster's genetics.
Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 45
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Train your students to answer the questions in the order they appear

READING

This passage is about lobstors. 75.

American lobsters are marine animals that live in the
waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are
generally dark biue, green, or brown, although some American
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These

lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their 7.

claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty
million lobsters are calico.

It is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue

when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico 7.

lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell,

ol . However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long
as other lobsters.

Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,

red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters, 78.

which have a different color on each side of the body. The
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of
these variations are known to be caused by genetic defects,
but some are still a mystery.

Today. lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand

80.

Reading task 1

What is the main purpose of the passage?

to provide information about rare types of lobsters
to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures

to encourage people to eat less lobster

to educate readers about lobster discases

oom>

Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
A. on the entire body

B. on just one side

C. only on the claws

D. under the shell

In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does.

it rofor to?
A shell

B. disease
C. pattern
D. paste

According to the passage, what does a change in a
lobster's color sometimes indicate?

A. Itisold.

B. Itis healthy.

C. Itis good to eat.

D. Itis sick.

Based on the information in the second paragraph,
what can be concluded about lobsters’ calico coloring?
It is becoming more common.

Its cause is not known.

Itis a sign of disease.

It is connected 1o the lobster’s genetics.

vom»

How does the author feel about the current status of
American lobsters?

American lobsters are not in danger.

Additional research on lobster color is important.
C. Al American lobsters need protection.

D. Calico lobsters deserve special protection.

o>

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

46

MICHIGAN
LANGUAGE
ASSESSMENT




HELLENIC
AMERICAN
UNION

CENTER FOR
EXAMINATIONS & CERTIFICATIONS

HECCE

Train your students to answer the questions in the order they appear

Reading task 1

This passage is about kbsters.

American lobaters are marne anmaia at 1w 0 the.
eatars o the sastern coast of North America, They are

Tobaters have n ornge and blus pattern al v, from e
laws 10 T tads. R I8 extimatd Mat oriy about one in thirty
iticn kobaters are Caloo.

Ris unchear why calkico lobeters appesr is wary. Some
sciactists think Itis caused by envionmental factors. Others
ik It 5 Gewsc, One waearcher thought he found & chas
when ha discovered a white paste undar the shell of a cakco
Tobster. The paste maichad the calico pattern on the shd,

beatpect B
Woess, .
‘change. However, cafico kobators av heslthy and Ive as ong
3 oter bobaters.

Other kitater variations have besn found, inclucding bie,
s and yiow, Even mom race e apit-colored cbaters,

.

.

What is the main purpose of $e passage?

A 10 provids informason about s types of lobstars
B, 10 compare lobaters with other o Ceatures
C. 10 encourage peopie 10 eat iess obster

D. 10 ectucate feaders about lobster disesses

. Whees on iobsters does the calco pattem sppesr?

A on the entie body
B. an st one side
C. cnly on the claws
D, under the shel

In the Hth sertence of peragraph 2. what does
It reder 807
A shet
B. deeare
C. pattorn
0. paste

Accerding % e passage, what doas a change in &

Iobater's ol sometimes ncicato?
A minod

B. %ishoattry.

C. 2isgood 10 eat

0, Rissck

Basad on the informaton i the second pargraph,
what can be conciuded about lobsters' calico coloring?
A Ris becoming mose common,

B. B cause is not known,

C. %isasin of desase.

D, Ris connectad 10 the kibter's Genescs.

How cois tha author fesl about the cument status of
Amarican lcbaters?

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

47

MICHIGAN
ASSESSMENT




AN

o
AN AV
2 o

HELLENIC
AMERICAN
UNION

CENTER FOR
EXAMINATIONS & CERTIFICATIONS

Reading task 1

Explain the difference between ‘line’ and ‘sentence’

EADING

This passage is about lobsters.

American lobsters are marine animals that live in the
‘waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are
generally dark blue, green, or brown, although some American
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These
lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their
claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty
million lobsters are calico.

It is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell,
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause
illness, and some lobster ilinesses cause their shell color to
change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long
as other lobsters.

Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,
red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters,
‘which have a different color on each side of the body. The
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of
these variations are known to be caused by genetic defects,
but some are still a mystery.

Today, lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand
for lobsters as a luxury food means that conservation efforts,
research, and public education are needed to protect the
American lobster population.

75.

76.

77,

78.

79.

What is the main purpose of the passage?

A. to provide information about rare types of lobsters
B. to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures

C. to encourage people to eat less lobster

D. to educate readers about lobster diseases

Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
A. on the entire body

B. on just one side

C. only on the claws

D. under the shell

In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does

it refer to?
A, shell

B. disease
C. pattern
D. paste

According to the passage, what does a change ina
lobster’s color sometimes indicate?

A, Itisold.

B. Itis healthy.

C. Itis good to eat.

D. Itis sick.

Based on the information in the second paragraph,
what can be concluded about lobsters’ calico coloring?
A. ltis becoming more common.

B. Its cause is not known.

C. ltis a sign of disease.

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Train your students to look for signals to relate the question to the right paragraph

This passage is about lobsters. 75. What is the main purpose of the passage?

A. to provide information about rare types of lobsters
B. to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures
C. to encourage people to eat less lobster

D. to educate readers about lobster diseases

American lobsters are marine animals that live in the
waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are
generally dark blue, green, or brown, although some American
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These

lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their 76.  Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?

claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty A. on the entire body
million lobsters are calico. B. on just one side
It is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some C. ‘only on the claws
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others D: :under:the shell
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico 77.  Inthe fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell, it refer to?
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause A. shell

illness, and some lobster illnesses cause their shell color to B. disease
change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long C. pattern
as other lobsters. D. paste

Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,

red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters, 78.  According to the passage, what does a change in a
which have a different color on each side of the body. The lobster’s color sometimes indicate?
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of A. ltisold.
these variations are known to be caused by genetic defects, B. Itis healthy.
but some are still a mystery. C. Itis good to eat.
D. Itis sick.

Todav. lobsters of all tvnas are at risk. Increasina demand

Reading task 1
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Make sure they reconsider answer choices which lift words directly from the text

This passage is about lobsters. 75. What is the main purpose of the passage?
American lobsters are marine animals that live in the s o provids information ébom vare: types of lobsters
: B. to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures
waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are ) C. to encourage people to eat less lobster
generally dark blue, green, or brown, although some American D-. 1o adiscate readers about lobetas disaases
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These )
lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their 76.  Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
* claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty A. on the entire body
million lobsters are calico. B. on just one side
It is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some g ::gero':r::i;;‘:l\“ ———
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others °
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico 77.  In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell, it refer to?
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause A. shell
iliness, and some lobster ilinesses cause their shell color to B. disease
change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long C. pattern
as other lobsters. D. paste
Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,
red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters, 78.  According to the Passage, what does a change in a
which have a different color on each side of the body. The lobster's color sometimes indicate?
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of A. ltisold.
these variations are known to be caused by genetic defects, B. Itis healthy.
but some are still a mystery. C. Itis good to eat.
Todav. lobsters of all tvnes are at risk. Increasina demand D. lRtissick.
Reading task 1
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Train your students to find a reference or the meaning of a word by checking its context

This is about lob 75. What is the main purpose of the passage?
American lobsters are marine animals that live in the A %o.piovide information fabout % lypés of lobsters
3 B. to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures
waters off the eastern coast of North America. They are ) C. to encourage people to eat less lobster
generally dark blue, green, or brown, although some American D. ' sdvonte randers sbolt lobeier diiasss
lobsters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One °
of the most rare and interesting is the calico lobster. These .
lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from their 76.  Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
claws to their tails. It is estimated that only about one in thirty A. on the entire body
million lobsters are calico. B. on just one side
It is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some G- {only on the claws
scientists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others D: :undertheshel
think it is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico 77. !“ the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does
lobster. The paste matched the calico pattern on the shell, it refer to?
—l— and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause A. shell
iliness, and some lobster ilinesses cause their shell color to B. disease
change. However, calico lobsters are healthy and live as long C. pattern
as other lobsters. D. paste
Other lobster variations have been found, including blue,
red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters, 78.  According to the passage, what does a change in a
which have a different color on each side of the body. The lobster’s color sometimes indicate?
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of A. ltisold.
these variations are known to be caused by genetic defects, B. Itis healthy.
but some are still a mystery. C. ltis good to eat.
Todav. lobsters of all tvnes are at risk. Increasina demand D. ltis sick.
Reading task 1 G
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Task 2 - Format

> 2 sets of 4 related texts, each set P Pag——
followed by 12 Multiple Choice
questions !

> Text types: job notices,
advertisements, news articles,
magazine articles etc.

> First questions assess
understanding of each text
individually, final questions refer
to two or more texts

Reading task 2

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Reading
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series

Build Up Your Reading Skills

@ READING AND ANALYZING THE TEXT

stions

0corLoRADO

Silver Mountain Resort

The perfect place to go skiing
and snowboarding in Colorado /

Winter season:  Norember | t March 31
Poak elevation: 12,500
Skiable area: 350 cres
Longest trait 5.5 mies

Ski area hours: 800 1m t3 700 pan.

Malf-day hours: 800 am 1 200 prm.
o 190 pm 0 700 prm.

Full-day tickets: $60

MHalf-day tickets: $45

Accomemodations: houels vatable wichin § mibes.
searting at $120 for double rooms.

NEW This summer. dvoughout the months of
June 30 ol we wil have ountan bking races!

ER?

stoees. 10 name 3

No Snxow This Wi

james Wright

€O, At his point
we o't know
what 10 expect
During the last 50
were charscienzod
by perfect, saft, whise s
Our amnual average smowfall
ramged from 25 10 80 inches

of the average soowfall of
the lust twenty years

The economy of our city
depeads on the weather thinking about what we want
Our sk resorts, botels, foe the future and 1o start
restaucants sporting goods  making new plans,

o THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS
The Mayor of Colorado Springs,
Ms. Alishs White, requests the honor
of your presence at 3n open forum
Winter witbout mow: Analyzing alternatices
August 1 from 5:00 to S:00 p.m.

City Council Auditorium
1300 Main Street, Colorado Springs

The Presidents of the Caloeado Hotel

Association, the United Ski Resort

and the mayor vl present and sward the best
five initiatives received from city ressdents

Association,

Each of the top fve initiatives
will et an award of $100,000 from the city
10 suppart the creation of new basinesscs and
the dexelopanent of sternstive vowtces
of income not dependent on snow
There is still time 0 subrmit more initiatives
1§ you bave an initiaive to propase, subemit it by
c-mail to muyorinstistives@prings g by July 5.

erisge

Subject: Your appiiation
Desae M. Ackiscn,
Wa Rpprociite your rfarast in xining our fearm of sk
Vo woro very Impressed by your outstanding
nd experience.
Ty plareing on hng five new st
o

you Coukd help LS weh naxt witer. it
1 itesstec ) this positon, plesse contact Bedty
Davidson 10 make the armangements for you upcoming vist
recomimend you stay in tha area for one or two nights 5o
20 show you armund cur tacilties and the ocal ama

‘Genernl Managor

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Reading skills and strategies

paraphrasing

Some questions will ask you to find information
that is paraphrased. This means the same idea is
expressed in a different way. Some ECCE items will
. . . contain information that is similar to what is in the
Build Up Your Skills Book series text but that is expressed in different words. Your
challenge is to find which of the options correctly

describes the information in the te Reading skills and strategies

nderstanding main ideas

I Reading

e For example, the following phrase

Build Up Your Reading Skills “... we estimate that we will receive
CCE tourists we usually get at our resor

paraphrased as:“We won't get as n
\year." Both phrases express the san

All the information in a text relates directly to a
main idea, whether it be the main idea of the text
as a whole or the main idea in one paragraph.
Identifying the main idea is key to good reading
comprel There are questions that test your
ability to recognize the main idea in a passage or
in part of a passage.

For example, look at p ph 1 -itgives |
of some sports and says that they are considered
extreme sports as they may be dangerous and
exciting. Therefore, the main idea of paragraph 1is
that extreme sports are dangerous and exciting.

| .

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 54
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series

Build Up Your Reading Skills

Reading skills and strategies

\dentifying purpose

Often, one of the questions asks you to identify
the main purpose of the passage. This means you
need to say why this passage was written. What
was the writer’s purpose for writing this text?

To answer this question, you need to consider
information mentioned in the entire passage. Try
to identify the main purpose of each paragraph
Grst.

4 Look at the following items. Which of the
options best describes the purpose of each
paragraph of the passage on page 107

-

The main purpose of paragraph 2 is to

a list people who practice new sports
b show examples of parents practicing alternative
sports

c fillustrate why people choose alternative sports
d explain how alternative sports were created
e teach children to play new sports

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Reading skills and strategies

\dentifying key

Identifying key words in the questions will help you
find the correct information in the text. Question
words like who, when, how long, how old, how many,
and how much often ask about information that
clearly stands out in the passage.

Ifaquestion | Inthe passage look for...

asks about....

aname capitalized words until you find the
name you need

a date numbers, days and months

orayear (also capitalized), or years

time time-related words like second, minute,
hour, month, ago, yesterday, etc.

price currency sign (e.g, $, £, € etc)

55
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Ask your students to scan the set of texts and get the main idea of it

[A]

signs to be instaied in Oakvitle | [C] READER COMMENTS:
Pt

» They can try different approaches because they
have more time

Elements of Effective Interior
Wayfinding Systems

e Scan all texts for the main idea

B
+ Start with the questions and read each text as they
progress

* Read the texts more than once to answer the final
questions

28

Reading task 2
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Tell your students to read a question

Now stre

igns to be installed in Oakville
In arty June, many exising street signs sround he.
ey il Poplacest with now, more vilbis signs.

Lighta wil e on tha aigne, making thern exmier 1o

[

READER COMMENTS:
Pt

Tusactuy, duly 15: 243 p.

@ campistad. The worl wil
aty In the morring when waifc o Iight o
carvanianca.

Bates: duns 8-une 14
T 40 . 1.580 .,

2\ W &

[B] Goad sign: strects castor to navigate
s Toromn U

Viaitcrs anc naw residents have long complainad
about

ercune towm ast manth are NOT an impravemant. Am | ey
iy onto ikt ey v i They's i
o o A
St Pl e ool rriden o b 15 b
ol 0l roret hom vt

1 simply cannot understand why the oity would spend so
much money on & project thet wasn't nacessery i tha firt
pince. 1. for e, found nothing wrong whh the previous signs—
e e e " saey 1o was, Urike these ¥ 1 e
worid woule the ciy fool he place therm?

Elements of Effective Interior
Wayfinding Systems

by Sarm Sneron

A
Mary pecpia have

‘sarious aftort & acive this
1000 was Invetect o

ona
newd 16 be wo diffeut,
hamovar. Duking
vignans cun plan and

yetama 1o heip pasp
o ¢

Thare are many
i ncex o ste et

you oriont
(Mmuwu i ot o s hitd e 8 consetent
Il aigna throughout the buldin

28

Reading task 2

and find the answer in the specific text, as indicated

Rofer to page 23 when answering the questions belo:

‘The following question refers to section A.
87. Wihat is the main purposs of section A7
A towam rasidents about driving at night
B. toshara information with city rasidents
€. toencourage paople to attend an evert
D todiscuss the benafits of waking up early

The following questions rafor to section B.
e8.  According o the passage, why wers ciy
signs replace:
A The city had extra money to spend.
B. The previous signs had bsen too small
C. Soma strest
D. Many people didn't ke the previous signs.

85, In the second sentence of paragraph 2, what does

It rafarto?
A aresuit
B. asign

C. astudy
D. asystem

The following questions rafor to section C.
80.  What doas the author think about tha new signs?
A Thara ara too many of tham.
B. Thoey ars not easy to find.
C. They ars worss than the old signs.
D. They look the same as the ol signs.

1. According to the passage, who rsplaced the signs?

best replace interprot?

A believe
B. expain
c. s

The following questions refer to section D.

oa.

o8,

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

What is the main purposs of section D7
A 1o describe a typs of building

B.
€. togive diractions toa bul
D. 1o explain soma helpful design ideas

In the last setence of paragraph 1, what doss
thoy refer to?
A building visitors

weayfinding systoms

c. pace:
D. building designers

According to the passage, what would help pacpls
notica differancas batwaen areas of a builing?
A changing the style of the text on signs
‘arking spaces with differant colors
C. putting elevators in saveral locations
D. instaling a map in sach area.

What £ the authr's crinion of buiding
wayfinding systems

A They shouid un\y oo s

8. Theyam dficuttto

C. Tnay con nalp mary people

D. Theyam sasy to create.

10 two or
Basad on the information in the passages, what can
probably be said about Pater H.7

His opinion is difforert
Ha has not livad in Gakvilla vary long.

Ha has experience working in araphic design.
He donated money to improvs sians in Oakville.

sopP

How does saction D difar from the other sactions?
A, Itis writtan for Oakuills resklants.

B. s about signs inside buildings.

€. ltmentions a specific project.

D. Hdiscusses tha cost of a systar.

than most of his neighbors’”
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Tell your students that important information could be located in the titles, graphics etc.

Hew stroe READER COMMENTS:
in sarty June, many oieting strost signa around the P

ity Wl rispacect wih v, ore vable sk
i vl aing o the s, making the sl o

Tusacly, July 16 243 p.1n.

i sl

e e et g e won
cena sty n ths marring ren ate T te
minimize incomanian

Daters: dune Stane 14
Tirve: 400 8.m.-5:30 w.1n

world would the oty f

il arund lown (aat MORth are NOT an Inprover

o o
erprt o whie driing.

1 simply cannot undsrstand why the city would spand oo
sy

) the o0 10 replace them?

2 &

Good sign: Strects easier to navigate
by Torwen Bt - whis rying te navigais
an untarmilar bulking

EETp—

WMany pocpia have

have o
doua n
s L b s i,

about
Osot,

v city ciscidec to adcrwas

o and mako a serkous offort o aolve thie howreuar fuikding
romtam. Tothi . 425000 was st 1 Jroteiadymnge JREY
daviiop
ayatom. syate
figure out whers they
2 taren sy s conduoad o otine ek
whe .l ook alock

T s mary
s Inccepersta helpiul
wayfinding elsmenta n the c

i o v foat o b

unfamilar interlors, To be mest sffect

citonally,  fa

Final

fan et

Bt Lot it e o, o

e e pro ok pe 6 ey

Elements of Effective Interior
Wayfinding Systems

B

For anampl,
s o = peose”
. or b

m e 10

Signn and maps can aho be used (0 help peopis nevigats
e, il taxt shouid b

panisd with Images whanever possi

Slone showd e e i way thet peosle of sl s wit

i

eriont
id have  conalstont

and oiyla in al signa throug hout the bulding.

Reading task 2

Rofer to page 28 when answering the questions belo

‘The following question refers to section A.
&7. Wnat s tha main purposs of section A?

to wam rasiderts about driving at right
to shara information with city rasiderts

to encourage people 1o attend an ovortt
to discuss the benefits of waking up early

oom»

The following questions refer to saction B.

85, According to the passage, why wera city
signs raplacad?

Tha city had extra money o spend.

The previous signs had been 100 small

Soma streat names had changad.

Many people didn'tlike the previous signs.

oomp

89, In the sacond sentanca of paragraph 2, what doss

It raferto?
A arsutt
B. asign

C. astudy
D. asystem

‘The following questions rafer to saction C.
90 What does the auther think about the new signs?
A, Thera are too many of them.
B They ars notcasy to find
tha old signs.
5 They ook the same as the ok signs.

1. According to the passage, who rsplaced the signs?
A Oakuile residants
D. local businassas

In the last sentence of paragraph 1, which word could
corprot?

best replace
A balieve

E. explain

C. s

D. undarstand

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

‘The following questions refer to section D.
3. What is the main purposs of section D?
to dsscriba a typs of building

to help people who are lost

to give directions to a building

to explain some helpful design idsas

com»

94, In the last sentenca of paragraph 1, what does
they refer o7
A, building visitors
B. wayfinding systems
C. unknown
D. bulding designers

According to the passage, what would haip people
natica diffarancas batwaen arsas of 2 bulding?

A changing the style of thetext on signs

B. marking spaces with differsnt colors

. putting elevators in ssveral locations

D. instaling amap in sach area

Whatis e authors oinion of buiing
wrayfinciing syster:

They should umy use maps.

They are difficult to use.

Thex can elp many pecple

They am sasy to

copE

The 0 totwo or

7. Based on the information in the passages, what can
probably be said about Patar H.7

Hi opinion is diffarent than most of hie neighbors'.

Ha has not livad in Oakvilla very long.

He has experience working in graphic design.

He donated meney to improve signs in Oalille.

oome

How doss saction D diffar from tha other sactions?
A, Itis writtan for Oakvilla raskdants.

B. Itis about signs insida buildings.

. ltmentions a spesific project

D. It discusses the cost of a system.
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Students can approach each question using the same strategies from Task 1

+ Follow the order of the questions

* Look for clues and key words in the
questions

+ Find the meaning of a word by looking
at the context

+ Avoid options that seem to lift words
from the text

Reading task 2

Refer to page 28 when answering the questions belos

The following question refers to section A.
7. What Is the main purpase of section A?
A 10 wam residents about driving at night
B. o sham information with city residants
G. 1toencourage peopls to aftend an evant
D. todiscuss the benefits of waking up early

The following questions refer to section B.
88, According to the passage, why wers city
signs raplaced?
A The ity had extra money to spend.
B. The previous signs had been too small
G. Some street names had changed
D. Many people didn'tlike the previous signs

88, Inthe second sentence of paragraph 2, what does
Iereferto?
A aresut
B asign
C. astudy
D. asystem

The following questions refer to ssction G.
80.  What does the author think about the new signs?
A Thera aratoo many of tham.
B. Thay are not sasy to find.
C. Thay are worsa than the old signs.
D. They look the sam as the ok signs.

91, According to tha passage, who replaced the signs?
A Oakville residents
B. the city
C. Peter H.
D. local businesses

2. Inths last sentanca of paragraph 1, which word could
best replace interpret?
A balieve

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

‘The following questions refer to section D.

o

8

2
8

8.

What s the main purposs of section D?
A. 10 describe a type of building

B. tohdp people who ar lost

C. togive dirsctions toa bulding

D. to explain some helpful design ideas

In tha last semtanca of paragraph 1, what doas
they refer to?

building visitors

wayfinding systams:

unknown spacas

buiding dasigners

popy

According to the passage, what would help pacpla
notica diffarancas btween areas of a building?

A, ehanging the style of the text on signs

B. marking spaces with different colors

C. putting elevators in several locations

D. instaling a map in each area

What is the author's opinion of building
wayfinding systams?

They should only usa maps.

B. Theyam difficutt to use.

. They can help many people.

D. Theyam easy to create.

®

totwo or 3
Based on the infarmation in the passages, what can
probably ba said about Petar H.7

A, His opinion is different than most of his neighbors’
B. He has not livedin Gakville very long.

€. He has experience working in oraphic design.

D. He donated money to improve signs in Oakville

Howr does section D difer from the other sections?
Itis writton for Oakwilla residents.

Itis about signs inside buildings.

Itmentions a specific project

It discusses the cost of a systen.

oompE
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HECCE
Tips on the Reading section

» Testtakers should not waste time - train them to
manage it effectively

+ Train your students to read all instructions carefully
(Mark one answer for each question)

* Check that they have read all questions asked and all

answers provided carefully before choosing the
correct answer

I ECCE - Reading

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 60 l’ﬂ%m
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HECCE
Tips on the Reading section

* Have them practice recording answers on the answer
sheet while progressing through the test (GVR)

+ Train them to identify key words of questions and
prompts and then underline them (READING)

+ Train your students to base their answers on
information found in the text (READING)

I ECCE

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 61
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BECCE
GVR - Global Strategies

* Manage time effectively (75 minutes)
* Don't spend too much time on any one item
* Answer even difficult problems based on intuition

» Eliminate as many options as possible

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 62
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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I ECCE - Reading
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Hellenic American
Union Publications

Build Up Your Skills Book series

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

fThe New
Build Up Your Writing Skills
oc the ECCE|
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Hellenic American
Union Publications

Practice Examinations Book series

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

ECCE . . @
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Remember

Visit www.hau.gr
for test preparation materials.

Callusat210 36 80000 on
weekdays (9:00-17:00) for questions.

If you love writing as much as we do,
drop us a line at exams@hau.gr

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A 7
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I Thank you

exams@hau.gr

www.hau.gr
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Hellenic American Union
Center for Examinations and Certifications
Social media

n www.facebook.com/HAU.CEC/

Athens: Massalias 22, 10680 Athens
T: (+30) 210 3680000, F: (+30) 210 3634200

Thessaloniki: Fragon 14, 54626 Thessaloniki
T: (+30) 2310 557600, F: (+30) 2310 553925

E-mail: exams@hau.gr

Url: www.hau.gr/exams

"\ The Hellenic American Union Center for Examinations and Certifications applies
a Management System in accordance with the ISO 9001: 2015 standard for the
following scopes: “Planning, organization, and administration of examinations” and
“Provision of support services to candidates, foreignlanguage schools, and teachers”.


http://www.facebook.com/HAU.CEC/

