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Introduction

The Examination for the Certificate of 

Competency in English (ECCE) is a 

standardized, 4-skill English test (also known 

as ‘Lower’ in Greece) at the upper-

intermediate level of the Common European 

Framework of Reference for Languages 

(CEFR B2). It is a secure exam developed by 

Michigan Language Assessment and 

administered by authorized test centers

worldwide.
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Format

A variety of gapped sentences and reading texts are presented for test 
takers to complete or read and then answer related questions by 
selecting an option from the multiple-choice answers provided.

Duration

75 minutes

3 parts (Grammar, Vocabulary, Reading)
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Part 1: 15 items (grammar) – 4 options

Part 2: 14 items (vocabulary) – 4 options

Part 3: 36 items (reading) – 4 options
2 Single texts with 6 questions each
2 Multiple-text sets with 12 questions each

Total number of items: 65

Duration: 75 minutes

Format

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Introduction

How comfortable are your 

students with Reading?
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Grasping the main idea of a paragraph or passage

Identifying the author’s general intent (e.g., 

providing information, reporting a problem, 

debating an issue)

Global

Comprehension

Skills

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Identifying supporting details and 

specific key information in passages

Selecting correct answers based on precise 

information in the passages or paragraphs 

(e.g., dates, reasons, instructions)

Local

Comprehension

Skills
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Inferring meaning by understanding implied 

ideas or opinions

Making connections based on reasoning rather 

than stated facts

Inferential 

Comprehension

Skills

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Determining meaning of unfamiliar words used 

in context

Understanding synonyms, paraphrases, and 

lexical relationships

Inferential 

Comprehension

Skills

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Understanding passage structure and 

organization

Cause and effect, comparison and contrast, 

chronological order, problem-solution structures

Understanding 

Structure & 

Logical flow of 

Ideas

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Recognizing the author’s purpose, tone and 

attitude

Identifying whether the purpose is to inform, 

persuade, compare while detecting tone and 

viewpoint

Critical 

Reading

Skills
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Skills elicited by the ECCE Reading task

Skimming for overall meaning and scanning for 

specific details

Managing cohesion across paragraphs, 

reference words and logical progression across 

the text.

Handling longer 

Multi-Paragraph

Texts

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Level Bands

1
6

Band score                                    Scaled numeric score 

Honors (H)                                                840-1000 

Pass (P)                                                      750-835 

Low Pass (LP)                                            650-745 

Borderline Fail (BF)                                 610-645 
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Reading ‘safe’ score:
43/65 Assessment
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Your Questions

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Can test takers start w ith the 
reading part?
Can they leave the vocabulary part 
last?

1
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Do all questions carry the same 
weight? 
Are questions in Reading more 
difficult?

2
0  
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Should test takers mark their 
answ ers in the booklet first? 
Is this a good idea/practice?

2
1

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Is note-taking allow ed in the booklet? 
Can test takers underline, highlight or 
circle words in the booklet?

2
2
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Will there be unknown words in 
the reading passages? 
What are some common themes 
revisited in the passages?

2
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Is any time given at the end to 
transfers answers on the answ er 
sheet? 
Can test takers return to the Listening 
section if they’ve finished the Reading 
part?

2
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

What happens if  a test taker has 
unknown words in Reading? 
Can test takers ask for clarifications?

2
5
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

What can students do to improve 
their Reading skills?
Any practice that would help 
students improve their Reading 
scores?

2
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ECCE - Grammar
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Number of items: 15

Format: 
Short gapped sentences that test grammar structures

Options: 4 items (1 correct answer)

ECCE Reading Part 1
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Grammar

Build Up Your Skills Book series
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ECCE - Grammar

30

15 items - 4 options

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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ECCE - Grammar

31

Use knowledge of parts of speech

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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ECCE - Grammar

32

Look for clues to correct tense

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Vocabulary
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Number of items: 14

Format: 
Short gapped sentences that test vocabulary knowledge

Options: 4 items (1 correct answer)

ECCE Reading Part 2
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ECCE - Vocabulary

35

14 items - 4 options

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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ECCE - Vocabulary

36

Vocabulary

Eliminate as many answer choices as possible

He comes from a very popular ________ in Spain.
a. island
b. form
c. piece
d. name

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 

ECCE – Grammar/Vocabulary

37

Read the whole item and guess the missing word(s) before you read the answer 
choices for that response

Those fish cannot ________ outside in the pond when the
temperature gets too cold.
a. concentrate
b. reveal
c. operate
d. survive

Vocabulary

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Reading

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Number of items: 36

Format: 
2 Reading tasks that test reading comprehension
Task 1: 2 Single texts with 6 questions each
Task 2: 2 Multiple-text sets with 12 questions each

Options: 4 items (1 correct answer)

ECCE Reading Part 3
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series
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Task 1 – Format

➢ 2 short texts
➢ Each text followed by  

6 Multiple Choice 
(A-B-C-D) questions
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Reading task 1

Train your students to read the orientation statement
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Reading task 1

Explain that they should read the whole passage and focus on the main idea
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Reading task 1

Students can also write the main idea of each paragraph for easy reference

{
{
{
{

e.g. introduction…

e.g. reasons for…

e.g. Writer’s opinion
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Reading task 1

Train your students to answer the questions in the order they appear
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Reading task 1

Train your students to answer the questions in the order they appear

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Reading task 1

Explain the difference between ‘line’ and ‘sentence’
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Reading task 1

Train your students to look for signals to relate the question to the right paragraph
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Reading task 1

Make sure they reconsider answer choices which lift words directly from the text

Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A
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Reading task 1

Train your students to find a reference or the meaning of a word by checking its context
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Reading task 2

Reading

Task 2 – Format

➢ 2 sets of 4 related texts, each set 
followed by 12 Multiple Choice 
questions

➢ Text types: job notices, 
advertisements, news articles, 
magazine articles etc.

➢ First questions assess 
understanding of each text 
individually, final questions refer 
to two or more texts
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series
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Reading

Build Up Your Skills Book series
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Reading task 2

Ask your students to scan the set of texts and get the main idea of it

• They can try different approaches because they 
have more time

• Scan all texts for the main idea

• Start with the questions and read each text as they 
progress

• Read the texts more than once to answer the final 
questions
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Reading task 2

Tell your students to read a question and find the answer in the specific text, as indicated
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Reading task 2

Tell your students that important information could be located in the titles, graphics etc.
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Reading task 2

Students can approach each question using the same strategies from Task 1

• Follow the order of the questions

• Look for clues and key words in the 
questions

• Find the meaning of a word by looking 
at the context

• Avoid options that seem to lift words 
from the text
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ECCE - Reading

60

• Test takers should not waste time – train them to 
manage it effectively

• Train your students to read all instructions carefully 
(Mark one answer for each question)

• Check that they have read all questions asked and all 
answers provided carefully before choosing the 
correct answer
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ECCE

61

• Have them practice recording answers on the answer 
sheet while progressing through the test (GVR)

• Train them to identify key words of questions and 
prompts and then underline them (READING)

• Train your students to base their answers on 
information found in the text  (READING)
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GVR – Global Strategies

• Manage time effectively (75 minutes)

• Don’t spend too much time on any one item

• Answer even difficult problems based on intuition

• Eliminate as many options as possible
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Reading answer sheet
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Hellenic American 
Union Publications

Practice Examinations Book series
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Decoding the ECCE Reading (GVR) test: Q&A

Remember

Visit www.hau.gr

for test preparation materials.

Call us at 210 36 80000 on 

weekdays (9:00-17:00) for questions.

If you love writing as much as we do, 

drop us a line at exams@hau.gr
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Thank you

exams@hau.gr

www.hau.gr
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