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Introduction

The Examination for the Certificate of Proficiency in 

English (ECPE) is a standardized, 4-skill English test at the 

high-advanced level of the Common European 

Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR C2). It is a 

secure exam developed by Michigan Language 

Assessment and administered by authorized test centers

worldwide.
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Reading (GCVR)

Format

Grammar questions

Cloze text questions

Vocabulary questions

Reading comprehension questions

Total number of items: 70
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Format

Grammar: 16 items (gapped sentences) – 4 options

Cloze: 20 items (2 texts - gapped sentences) – 4 options

Vocabulary: 16 items (gapped sentences) – 4 options

Reading: 18 items (single texts) – 4 options

Total number of items: 70

Duration: 55 minutes
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Assessment
Reading ‘safe’ score:

46/70
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ECPE Reading - Grammar

6

Number of items: 16 – 4 options
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Reading - Grammar

7

If Jessica ________ classes this semester as last semester, 
she will be able to graduate this summer.

A. took as many as 
B. will take so many
C. would take many
D. takes as many

Read the entire stem and look for familiar grammatical structures.
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Reading - Grammar

8

If Jessica ________ classes this semester as last semester, 
she will be able to graduate this summer.

A. took as many as
B. will take so many
C. would take many
D. takes as many

Read the entire stem and look for familiar grammatical structures.
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Reading - Vocabulary

9

We ________ unexpected results in our latest experiment.

A. selected
B. conducted
C. retrieved
D. obtained

Read the entire stem and guess the missing word(s) before reading the options.
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Reading - Vocabulary
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We ________ unexpected results in our latest experiment.

A. selected
B. conducted
C. retrieved
D. obtained

Read the entire stem and guess the missing word(s) before reading the options.

found
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Reading - Vocabulary
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We ________ unexpected results in our latest experiment.

A. selected
B. conducted
C. retrieved
D. obtained

Read the entire stem and guess the missing word(s) before reading the options.

found

Look for a synonym
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Reading - Vocabulary
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We ________ unexpected results in our latest experiment.

A. selected
B. conducted
C. retrieved
D. obtained

Go through the different options and eliminate the wrong ones.

found

We conduct an experiment.

We retrieve information/data.

Unclear meaning
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Reading - Vocabulary

13

At the beginning of university, Ron made ________ decision to 
study history, and he hasn’t regretted it.

A. a candid
B. a unanimous 
C. an innate
D. a spontaneous

Look for familiar collocations and make sure that the meaning is clear.
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Reading - Vocabulary

14

At the beginning of university, Ron made ________ decision to 
study history, and he hasn’t regretted it.

A. a candid
B. a unanimous 
C. an innate
D. a spontaneous

Look for familiar collocations and make sure that the meaning is clear.

decision [but meaning is unclear]

ability, characteristic etc.

conversation, discussion, admission
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Preparation materials

15

Practice Tests Books

Companion Books

Webinars for students

Grammar & Vocabulary online quizzes
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ECPE Reading - Cloze
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2 Cloze texts

Each followed by  

10 Multiple Choice 

(A-B-C-D) questions

Number of items: 20

Decoding the ECPE Reading Test: Q&A 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Reading - Cloze

17

Read the orientation statement.
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Reading - Cloze

18

Read the whole passage and
focus on the main idea.
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Reading - Cloze

19

Answer the questions in the order
they appear.

Follow the development of ideas.
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Reading - Cloze

20

Find answers by checking information
in the immediate context.

Check words and sentences that
come before and after the gap.
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Reading - Cloze
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Look for collocations to fill the gap.

For example, ‘rainfall levels’ and 
‘makes life difficult/hard for somebody’.
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Reading - Cloze

22

Eliminate incorrect options.

Follow the same approaches from
Grammar and Vocabulary.
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Reading - Cloze

23

When all options seem correct, look for more clues in meaning by reading 
the text around the gap. Look for discourse items and linking devices
such as: While, moreover, consequently, etc.
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Reading - Cloze

24

When all options seem correct, look for more clues in meaning by reading 
the text around the gap. 

Verb studies (incorrect part of speech or tense)

results in (missing preposition, part of speech, tense)

recommends/recommended (unclear meaning)

suggests
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Reading - Cloze

Are you ready for the ECPE Reading Test? 25

When all options seem correct, look for more clues in meaning by reading 
the previous or following paragraphs. 

Noun
style (unclear meaning)

pattern (clues in the previous paragraph)

plan (unclear meaning)

model (‘weather model’ is a collocation)
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ECPE Reading

26

3 short texts

Each followed by  

6 Multiple Choice 

(A-B-C-D) questions

Number of items: 18
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Reading

27

Read the orientation statement.
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Reading

28

Read the whole passage and
focus on the main idea.
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Reading

29

Note the main idea of
each paragraph for easy reference.

{
{e.g. reasons…

e.g. introduction…

{e.g. results…
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Reading

30

Answer the questions in the order
they appear.

Follow the development of ideas.
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Reading

31

Answer the questions in the order
they appear.
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Reading

32

Remember the difference
between line and sentence.
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Reading

33

Look for signals to relate
questions to paragraphs.
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Reading

34

Reconsider options that 
lift words directly 
from the text.
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Reading Strategies
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IDENTIFY the main purpose of the passage 

WHY was the passage written?

WHAT was the writer’s purpose for writing this particular piece

Do IDENTIFY the main purpose of each paragraph first
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Reading Strategies
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UNDERSTAND opinion, attitude, and viewpoint

What does the writer think or feel about something?

Look for words and phrases that express favorable or unfavorable opinions, agreement or disagreement 
(Thanks to… It’s no wonder… Unfortunately,…)

PAY ATTENTION to discourse markers that 
• ADD INFORMATION
• CONTRAST IDEAS 
• SHOW CAUSE AND EFFECT
• SHOW A REASON
• CHANGE THE SUBJECT
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ECPE Reading - Tips
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GCVR - Global strategies

Manage time effectively (55 minutes).

Do not spend too much time on any one item.

Answer even difficult problems based in intuition.

Eliminate as many options as possible.
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Sample Reading section answer sheet
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ECPE 
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Thank you for your participation
&

Best of luck in your students’ exams!
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