
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cracking the Code of the ECPE Speaking test: Q&A 

A webinar for teachers 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Hellenic American Union
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Administering the ECPE since 1957

ECPE Speaking Q&A
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Speaking

ECPE Speaking Q&A

Format

A decision-making task for two test-takers in 5 stages

Two examiners present

(Examiner 1 Stages 1-3, Examiner 2 Stages 4-5)

Duration: 25 -35 minutes
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Introduction

How comfortable are your 

students with Speaking?
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Stage 1 : Introduction

Stage 2 : Explaining + Recommending

Stage 3 : Consensus reaching

Stage 4 : Presenting + Convincing 

Stage 5 : Justifying + Defending

Format

ECPE Speaking Q&A
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Skills

Skills elicited by the ECPE speaking task

Asking and answering specific questions and elaborating

Explaining and paraphrasing information, making logical assumptions

Comparing and contrasting options, being interactive and in context

Explaining, supporting, elaborating and providing feedback

Presenting in formal register, elaborating and defending decisions

ECPE Speaking Q&A

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

Discourse and Interaction
Linguistic Resources (Range and Accuracy)

Delivery /  Intelligibility Assessment

ECPE Speaking Q&A
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Official Speaking Rating Scale
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Discourse and 
Interaction

Linguistic Resources

(Range/Accuracy)

Delivery/Intelligibility

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

ECPE Speaking Q&A

Official Speaking Rating Scale
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Discourse and 
Interaction

Linguistic Resources 
(Range and Accuracy)

Delivery/Intelligibility

Stages 1-3

Stages 4-5

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

Can I produce independent spontaneous speech?

Do I contribute consistently to the interaction?

Can I understand information to engage extensively in the 

interaction?

Can I regularly paraphrase information?

Discourse 

and Interaction

①②③④⑤

ECPE Speaking Q&A
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Can I use a range of complex grammatical structures?

Can I use a broad range of vocabulary?

Is my range of resources accurate and effective?

Linguistic 

Resources

(Range/Accuracy)

①②③④⑤

ECPE Speaking Q&A
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Am I fluent and articulate using the correct register?

Does my voice contribute to intended meaning?

Do pauses in my speech cause strain to the listener?

Delivery/

Intelligibility

①②③④⑤

ECPE Speaking Q&A
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Level Bands

20

Band score                                    Scaled numeric score 

Honors (H)                                                840-1000 

Pass (P)                                                      750-835 

Low Pass (LP)                                            650-745 

Borderline Fail (BF)                                 610-645 
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Your Questions
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

What are the Stage 1 personal 
questions?

Are they always related to the topic?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Stage 2

• During the paraphrasing section, is it permitted for 
students to use link words and phrases and to elaborate on 
points or is it just paraphrasing the information?

• Do the test-takers have to paraphrase the information 
given to them in the second part?

• How much paraphrase is enough paraphrase for part 
2–5? Are terms which can’t be paraphrased ok to be used as 
they are?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Stage 2

• When the candidates explain their 2 options to their partner in the 
beginning, do they just paraphrase and say the information or do they also 
have to give explanations/arguments for each bullet point?

Or do they give explanations/arguments/advantages/disadvantages only 
when they have each chosen one option later on?

• ECPE Speaking. If a candidate does not know/understand a bullet in 
Stage 2, can he ask for clarification?

• When presenting the drawback in Stage 2, can they also explain why 
they don’t believe it’s a strong reason to reject that option?

• What if a candidate merely reads the prompts from their paper 
instead of paraphrasing them?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Stage 3

• Considering the length and interaction of it, most of my 
students who have previously sat for the ECPE are asked to talk 
more?

• What happens if one of the candidates is over-talkative in 
Stage 3 and does not allow the other to speak?

• In Stage 3, what exactly do the candidates have to do?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Stage 4

• When students plan the presentation, should they 
explain the points they choose or just mention which ones they 
choose?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Stage 5

• In Stage 5, please explain the task.

• Are questions in part 5 based on what the speakers say 
or do the examiners have them ready beforehand?

• In Stage 5, can a candidate justify his answer to a 
challenge question using points he didn’t present himself 
previously in Stage 4 (points the other candidate presented)?

• In Stage 5, can a candidate justify his answer to a 
challenge question using points he didn’t present himself 
previously in Stage 4?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

General ECPE Speaking questions

• How many points are deducted due to mispronounced 
words, grammatical mistakes, syntactical mistakes?

• How to develop their speaking skill in order to succeed 
in the exam?

• Please give us more information about level 3.

• What makes marking in the ECPE session so difficult to 
have a decent uniformity?

• A couple of tips that will guarantee our students’ 
success.

• Have they changed anything?
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

General ECPE Speaking questions

• Supposing a candidate hasn’t practiced the ECPE 
speaking test at all, to what extent is the fellow candidate affected 
and what can he/she do to handle this situation?

• Do grammar mistakes and serious lexical errors result in failure?

• How is candidate B’s lack of participation reflected in 
candidate A’s grade, given that the latter would not be able to 
sustain interaction?

• Why do the examiners have to be so strict with the 
candidates in the final stage of the test? 
Why do some of them make embarrassing remarks? There are 
some videos on YouTube but they don’t give information or 
grading —everything looks so subjective.
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

A speaking test 
video sample
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https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOAOxBWHBeE
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Remember

Visit www.hau.gr

for test preparation materials.

Call us at 210 36 80000 on 

weekdays (9:00-17:00) for questions.

If you love writing as much as we do, 

drop us a line at exams@hau.gr
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ECPE Speaking Q&A

Thank you

exams@hau.gr

www.hau.gr
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Hellenic American Union 
Center for Examinations and Certifications 

Social media 

http://www.facebook.com/HAU.CEC/

